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and also after under us and our son, if he use himself as apper-
tained!. And likewise we could be content to elect such a
Scotdshman to have the government after, under us and our said
son, appointing to him such counsellors as we should think con-
venient; which is as much as can in this case be desired, unless
they would in deed prescribe a government to their king and
governor, which the nature of his place and office can in no wise
admit or suffer : ne we will in any wise be otherwise bound unto
them than is specified. And likewise we can be pleased that they
shall continue their laws and customs. And this we resolved
for the first point; and that their chief holds should by consent
be committed to such Scotchmen's keeping as we should think
meet for the same*

To the second it was answered that, if they would contract
a perpetual peace, and in the same bind both parties to be friend
to friend and enemy to enemy, we would gladly go through
with it; which, howsoever this thing should chance, must needs
be most beneficial unto them, being our amity the most propice
for them of any in Christendom; and yet by this pact they shall
not seem specially to covenant against France, ne to do any thing
but, the cause of this league considered, must needs appear most
honest, and for them most beneficial and necessary. And thus
we resolved for the second point* Whereunto they answered that
they could not conclude thoroughly in all these things without
advertisement, desiring respite to write home for that purpose;
which was granted them, so as the certain answer might be
accelerated.

There was some reasoning between them and our Council,
in the debating of this matter, touching our title to Scotland,
which was spoken of by reason of a request they made that, if
she should die without issue, the realm should remain to the next
heir of blood there, whereby they would have had us made an
entail, which should have implied a grant that there rested in us
no right tx> .that realm. But it was so quickly cast off, and our
tide so vively repeated, that that matter fell, and finally they
desired to have our resolution in writing, offering to go with it,
or to send it, for the more expedition and better framing of all
things to purpose. Which we granted, and thereupon delivered
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